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ors therefore he.1 
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get me to the Great Men, and ſpeak fo 
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upon which they: were! 
fel to dS ren warns oo 

any Man by telling | 
parallelling: our cafe with: that - 
time's” nor wo JIE to make" a1 
eryes a [ eneracy 
among — this Ny, ent leſs of Thoſe to Va } 
have now preſumed to ſpeak:: * This; peaked womld be 
deemed too ruftick an Addreſs:for' a'Court, 'and (as 

it-was ſaid to Ames) that: whitha King's C apel would 
fardly bear. 

| would much- rather. chuſe to-imitate: : 
can neer Fas to equa, LD. the rag oscoay Ir St. 
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Fire, I begin with the' Firſt ; The Advantages to 
igion | that Great Men. enjoy above others. -} ſhall 
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only-inſta (as aid); Three of theſe, among many 
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and it it may ba; "happ 5 of Netoral Temper ma "* 
one reaſon upd To if bath been” ſpoken, as T: 
= as ſome others. -_ 

: : The” Itnes * as with as Flights of Eq agles and Fays 
(ith the” Greek Proverb) are very different : And 
we'ſee it true, all-Creatures naturally inſtance the 
Seminal Vertues and Properties of their Progenitors ; 
and it-is commonly ſetn'to'be {on the preſent caſe of 
Perſons honourably* extracted3”* their very Natural 


Tempers and Humours are more tender, fofr, and ' ay 
duQiile, than thoſe of a courſer grain. «16-4 Þ-2 of - 


Now fiveet and good Nature is a mighty apt Dif- 
poſition to' Religion ; and in truth, one is. but the 
PerfeCtion of the other. The great purpoſe of Reli- a 
pion, is to refine and fablimate Hin Humane Nature, and ,. .** 
to” reduce 'it to'its primitive Standard ; in which -* 
the Firft 4dam was as Eminent for all the Sweetnefies 
of Nature, as for Trinocence, and therefore La be- ; 
cauſe he was L£PE obſer: rs # 


| As Fi Xx og that Nature: to f5 | 
gheeſt and bg matchlels Ir 


Re gy conf NY "only m'a 
#7 —_ themſelves, and* 
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"Git Meme — encame- *; 


their Care cancet v Gp "94 And it is not to. be 


all others, who' indeed were the the of. Religion, 
and their Lives the yr againſt it; and 
who (together with all o their =. zoiſterous, un- 
charitable Temper) are the. unfitteſt of all Men to 
pretend to Heayen, where nothing but Love and Peace 
dwells; that is to ſay, where Good-nature ſhines in its 
Perfection, and is advanced indeed. to the Image and 
Likeneſs .of God, that Univerſal Source of Sweetneſs 
and Love, . who is kind to all, and whoſe tender Mercies 
are over» all his works, whoſe Catholick Bounty like 
his own Sun ſhines upon all, and Emdraoeth 1 in its arms 
of loye the whole Creation. | 

This is that ba of Nature that is not only ſo 
aptly and nearly diſpoſed to ws but is indeed the 
very anticipation of it : That ſoft, mellow, and well- 
prepared Ground in which thoſe tender Seeds of Reli- 
gion and Vertue eaſily grow, and happily flouriſh, that 
would be loſt and die in the rugged and the. churjjſh... 


2. Another Advantage to Religion that Great Me 


enjoy above others, isthat. of a Timely, Generous Egdu- 


cation; whicli when it is joined with the former, is 
_ Lon Advantage to Religion. as can hardly; be ae 
cat | 

The care of BOG Children in ſome bec 
meaſure,..can hardly be xd..to be neg! 
ſuch.a Place as this, = Obligat 
are ſo.ſtr d by the Sanctions. 


near -and 
where to. ok is del. ſuch a ſcandalous Deggnorgcy 
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a, 


their Minds. 

ret \Natureare advantaged 
with all = mm Aids of Fortune, ſo that: 
- rents are every way able to do that for their Chil- 
dren, which they feel themſelves ſo ſtrongly prompted 
by Natural AﬀeRtion to do; yea, and where giving 
ai. Man - Generous. Education, is even an inſtance of 
Gentility it ſelf, and one thing by which a. Gentleman 
is iſhed as much from, as he is exaleed-above 
others of a meaner.Character, there to be wanting in 
 this,. would be as great a blemiſh to. Himſelf, .as an 
injury. to his.-Children. 

And how far ſoever the. Age may be thought tobs 

ted, yet (God be praiſed) it is not fowholl 

ſunk into Brutality, but that there is-ſo ſtrong a 
of the Excellency. of Vertue, as well as meanneſs of 
Vice,..upon the worſt Mens Minds, that he that is the 
aro Proſtigute to Wickedneſs-himfelf, yet would 
Cat yore ve his ——— pringpledyaban to 


follow bj | 

_ It is averycom ng RS aac havebut 

= ittle re rd-to: ion themſelves," yet to be as 
to give their Children-good and generous Edu- 


that. are the: ſtricteſt -Votaries to it. 
CA. 1 fac Man. indulge Lewdneſs and De- 
che P in.ghe ſelves, -yet-they-lovenatitoſee it in 
rs, muen le inſuch dear and-near-Relations. . 
a ous Education, I;comprehend 
of thaw Souls, as well as of their Bodies; a 
- ning the.inward x 
outward ; '@ framing -them-to. at becomingl 


) chought,that ok Habra ſo had pare tot itoprovide 3 
| Nevolnge for. their pen neem .do very much to- . 
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_ their: —_—_ 2800 do to bare 
the Modes of Civil Converſacion; For: this! is that 
principal -part -of : Education; : which 3 
in their principal Intereſt, and to. which vie ns 
ſpedts to our! Children to''do molt fnfpenct 
us.” 

This, we know, is done by: inforitiing their: Un- 
derſtandings with all uſcful Knowledge, by inſtiſling 
into; ey! Minds the excellent Precepts and; rk 
— ara nes premk by- CO chele”: with alt 

reuments-and: Motives: that 
afiet wore == + me 


ſet that noble Mackine-intothat regular and harth6- 
nious way of AQting, which was intehded: id that 
Godrhiz 1o-curiouſly: framed-ir72 4. 10. Pe 


V Per "1 on. Big? _ 
Grate of God ( which: is-exterided* to all) to faſten 
and make irefieftual: This is indeed the for 


Vice,and: prepoſlefiing aswell 48 forti Nature 
againitthe Infinuations of -it. + ”e iv'rha Ns 


even conmatural 
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And ity ochre 1 mt A i 6 
and even -plai Faſcination LINE nd: 


the.whble contexture 6f" Ban andf' an ohhh: 
ro:his own imbibed Principles, Nifle the ' Seatirn 


and clear Light of his ow V | the 
Checks and Reftrainss of his BwhCoreince,'and 


ofter 


P. "Mm all 


and influence their Aﬀetions, ant 


Men of all Ages tlave th £ 50d Blu: 
cation the ſureſt way-to fix young Perſons im the; 
poſſeſſions of Vertue,: and preſcribed it as that which. 
would hardly miſcarry.« And: Solomon, not -onl the 
Wikſt of Mas Lg v Was:g uided b Fg wr pirit 


C”, ls child's the way © ftold <; ad nbew he 

h will not depart raw! it. The truth is, he 
y © art from it,” and he muſt. offerg great 
: 40h lf before heiean. © TT 
mane” Nature a pfrurr rs all ah of 

eracy) bs _ 7 NE  oR be praiſed ) 
arts. ores of good im tons as well as- 
bad {and at firſt, to be ſure, it-is as-a fair Paper, u A. 
whichGood may be writterras well as Evil:* nd when 
vertuous-Inclinatioris' vero Agric Inſticution, 
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- as is abſolutely neceſfary to all t 


Educarion : But va AUT RE is. > miſcarr) 7:2 
whom . all, Men know -to have: had..all due C 
beſtowed upon: him . by rhe other ; the. . Strangeneſs 
of it as much ſurpriſeth with Wonder, as.the Mi — 
of it; extorts. the. Compaſign ap: by of. ly 1a 
S hs c 4 

3- Another great Advantage that Great. Men have 
of knowing the way of the Lord, &c, aboye other Men, + 
is Time and. Leifure to inform thenvſelves-in, it. 

Time is one of the moſt valuable Treafuts: that 
God hath entruſted Mankind with ; though (like 
other of his Bleſſings) Men ſeldom know how to 
eſteem it, till they come to. want it : And though it 
be certaigly true, that all Men e enjoy; ſo much. of this, 

,great Purpoſes of 
Life, and the diſcharge #7; all. the neceſſary, Aﬀairs.of 
their reſpeQive Callipgs.; yet it isevident, that ( e 
other Gifts gf Providence,yit is differently 
ſo that ſome enjoy. more,..and ſome Jels. 

The Generality, and Common.Sort of. Mea," ; 
the Prophet. was to ſearch among in the hroad places, 
lie under theburthen of Adam's 7 and in the ſweat 
ef their faces muſt eat bread; and- molſt of . them. are 
orced to tug hard, ſome in., one, way, ,and-ſome in 
another, - before they can. get it £0.cat ;. So, that the 
om Excuſe that.is made for. Mens As pf Re- 


ys bud | 
But Great Mew are in a. reat meaſure exem Me 
from this common tribute' of ity : Their Bread 


is got to their hands ; and that Time which others are 
forced 


Fc 


forced to ſpend in getting of it;. lies upon their hands, 
and is as a: Ready-Stock to be-employed*to Nobler 
Purpoſes : They are manumitted-from the Labour of 
the 'Field, or the Attendances of the Shop; ſo that 
that Time which others do'and muſt expend in theſe; 
is to them a ſurpluſage for the Study, or the Cloſer; 
and for improving their. Minds by Reading and Medi- 
tation in the one, -arid by Devotior' in the other. 

The truth of this is notorious to all, and I ſhould 
bur be impertinent, and waſte Time my elf, in inſiſt- 
ing further on it. *72me 1s.a Treaſure that Great Men 
enjoy in meaſures above the Populace, -as eminently 
as any others. | 1 $ 

Now it is little leſs notorious; what an Advantage 
it is fo all the great Purpoſes of Religion, to-have fuch 
vaſt portions of Time; which they can eaſily ſpare'to 
the Exerciſes of it; or which they will ſpare toworſer 
purpoſes. £7! 2.74; £ | 

And it would be a woful thing,and that which muſt 


and empty 1n the-Evenins, ſhould” 
ne ab Got tieth ie F. 3: 

in the Cloſet and the Church';” or Sparts and vain Re- 
_ creations, | or. much , worfer Entertainments, .ſhould 
raviſh away all that ſpare Time, which the other Sex 
hath allotted them to the ſame purpoſes. -. .., _ 

- A wife. Man, that hath never ſo much Buſineſs in- 
cumbent on his hands, yet may ſo adjuſt the portions 
of his. Time,. as. to reſerye enough for-the Exerciſe of 
Religion : Andi ke that” hath learned in any meaſure 
how to redeem his time, can eaſily ſpare enough oh 
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ono Tor ime, which he not only. may reſervefrom 
hich do indeed lie upon;his. hands, and 

Say only may be employed-to-the purpoles 

ion, but great part of which .muſt/be {o,, or 

#6 ni tprady g. of them muſt be | anſwer *d-for 

res day- .. And as for others that-are not; yes cal- 
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his was not the. only Configers 
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tion that miniſtred to that Hope : For their 02/7 rations 


to Religion are in- pro to their Advany« $ 
the's Uf of fail ot theſe, would beas great, 
- 5 the indecency. of defeating the purpufe of the. ot 
—— This is the Second thing that T ave unde 
pive ſorne Account of ; 7. e. the” Obligations to 
in that lic on Great Men above others. 
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rue as needful for Great Meras any. be] 


part of-my Argument, to three Heads only, as Idid 


on the former. . 
I» Their Obligations to Almighty God. 
2. Their Obligations to Men below them. 
3. Their Obligations to themſelves. 

Great Men's Obligations to Almighty God are a- 
bove other Men's, 

11t is certain all Ranks apd Orders of Men, (yea, e- 
very particular Perſon in any of theſe) owe ſo much 
to God, as the acknowledgment and utmoſt Service 
of their whole Life can never anſwer, 

How unequally ſoever the Gifts of -Providence are 
diſpenſs'd to Men, yet he that receives leaſt, receives 
more than he can be anſwerable for z for that there 
is no cauſe for any one to complain, but rather to be 
_ thankful, 


But yetzit is plain there is a ſenſible difference,and if 


he that receives leaſt, owes the utmoſt Service of his 

Life for what he receives, and yet can never dif- 

charge the Obligation 3 ſure they that receive much 

more. muſt owe proportionably more, if it were poſ- 
ſible to pay it, | 
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> - Our bleſſed Lord ſpeaks of it asan allowed Rule of 
AY Equity among all Men, that # whoz much is given,,.. 
of him will much be required ; and to whom men give 
much, of bim they will require more, Luke 12.42. And 
if God Almighty will obſerve the fame Rules in ex-- S. 
petting Duty from Men (as he ſhews in that place he "Þ- 
will) then theeaſieft Reaſoning will infer, that Great ==þ 
Men's Retributions ſhould be in ſome proportion 
r according to the divineDonations 3 and their returns 
Pc of Duty as much exceed thoſe of meaner Men, asthe 
rich Man's Offerings under the Law, were to exceed 
the Pair of Turtle Doves, or two young Pidgeons, 
which were to be accepted from- him that was poor. - 
It. was the great Stagyrite's Opinion, that Great 


4 Men and rich Men muſt needs love God : And truly if J- 
7M we judge by the Rules of Ingenuity and Duty, we - | 
| may think ſo too 3, and certainly they muſt a& in de- 


fiance toboth, .that fail-in that Duty to which they 
are ſo fignally and. tranſcendently obliged. And 
ſurely if any. Land that brings forth nothing but Bryars - 


2 and Thorns be nigh to curſing , that which after ſo 
L much: cultivation doth the one, - muſt needs be 
—M thought much nigher to the other. - 


He that had been obliged with the truſt of ten 
Talents, was expected to make preater Returns of 
Improvement, than he that had received but half 
many, and ſtill the Returas were expected in propor- - 
tion to their Receits, | 

And if in the true Reddition of the Parable, Great 
Men be thoſe that God hath put ſuch an Honour vp. 
on in theSurpluſage of hisGifts above others,then the 
Parable will be found a true Story in the Subſequent 
part:of it too, and the Rewards or Puniſhments will 
be. . 
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antl Obligations to Religion, 


be proportionably greater or leſs, according as they 
| have anſwered, or as they have failed to anſwer 

what was ſo juſtly expected from them, 

If they are bound to walk in the way of Righte- 
ouſneſs that find it tuck with Thorns, ſure they to 
whom ir is ſtrowed with Roſes, and endear'd with 
all poſſible AlleQives, ſhould do ſo much more ; and 
if he ſhould bear precious Seed, that goeth to ſowe it 
weeping, certainly he that hath not only hope of the 
ſame ſbeaves hereafter , but whoſe Seed-time is fo e- 
very way pleaſant and inviting, ſhould more chear- 

Fully do fo, 

Many a gocd Man ſerves God conſcionably and 

cheerfully in the want of many things, bur one 
might think none ſhould fail to do this, who may 
do it in the abundance of all things, And if the Chil- 

dren of Facob were bound to ſerve God ina dry and 
barren Wilderneſs, ſure their Obligations to do ſo in 
a fruitful and pleaſant Camaan were much ſtronger. 

2, Another mighty Obligation to Religion that 
Great Men are under above others, reſults trom their 
ReſpeR to others below them 5 who are ſo apt to Co- 
py from them, and to ſquare their Lives by thoſe 
Meaſures which they give rhem. | 

A mean Man's Life commonly paſſeth off without 
Obſervation z And as if he be Righteous the Benefit is 
his own, ſo if he be the contrary the harm is to him- 
ſelf ; few are benefited much by the ohe,'or prejudiced 
the other. ' 

. But Great Xen move in a higher and more conſpi- 
cuous Sphear z and the Bleffing or Qontagion of their 
Example ſpreads much further. When a great Tree 
falls the whiole Vicitrage ICON is bruis'd by 
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Men's Advantages. 


Great 


it, as well as it is guarded from the Windsz:/and ſha- 
dowed from the Heat by its ſtanding. 

It were a Common-place ſubje& to treat of the 
Power of-Example,or ſtay ſhewing what force it hath 
in forming the Manners of Men, even above Precept 
and Law... Thereis Experience-to atteſt the Truth 
of this 1n Fact, as well as there are Reaſons togive in 
the account of it. Anditfſo, then the more Cconipi- 
cuous and eminent that the Perſon is, the more Ope- 
rative will his Example be, which way ſoever it mo- 
veth. - 

The Examples of Parents, Tutors, and Maſters 
have a-ſtrong (though ſecret Power) upon Children, 


Pupils, and Servants ; and therefore they are oblig- 


ed to take great care of their own Lives and Acions, 
for:their fakes as well as.their.own, . 


The.good Life of a Clergymaa 1s ſaid by all to be © 


His beſt Homily, and his good Example more effequ« 
alto perſwade than all his Preaching. And Woe be 
to him whoſe Life is: a Confutation of his Docrin, 


and. who prejudiceth more againſt Religion by the 


one, . than he canever hope to endear. it to them by 
the other. . 

Andyet alas Clergymenare but little things now; 
and Men-have learned to regard them but as ſuch ; 
they move but in a little compaſs; and make but s 
{mall Figure in the World,in compariſon of the Grear 
and the Noble. Theſe are theMen truly, now that are 
the Lights and Cities upon a Hill, that are depended up- 


on-by many, and obſerved by all. And as their.Ex- - 


ample will almoſt conſtrain the one ſort, ſo it wil 
ſtrongly induce the other to Imitation. Intereſt wil} 
engige ſome, and their Eminency will incline 


others . 
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others to tranſcribe their Practice into - their- own 
| Lives. | 
wow And give me leave to. ſpeak a few plaia words, 
+ now that Iam upon this Argument..We may talk of 
o : "Io ; 

[| reforming. a vicious Age by good Inſtruction, -and by 

whoiſom Laws ; by telling Men the danger of Sin 

and Vice, withreipect to the Tntereſt of another 

World, and by threatning tolet them feel-the Smart 

and Puniſhment of it tn this. But alas. we are fad 

SpeRators of the Inefficacy of baths the Prophets may 

cry aloud till their Lungs crack, and Senators may 

make Laws as Penal asthey can ; and yet the Effet 

be far from anſwering the Intendment 5 few will be- 
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*.- lieve the Report. of the one,. and almoſt as few regard = 
33. the other. |  - 
3 Living Sermons, and living Laws-would do ſome- 4: 

thing, butthe Dead will be found (like other dead F* 
things) to be cold and unactive. 7, 

: I am apt to think that if the wiſe Sanions ob 
4 Laws againſt Profaneſs were duly executed by the 
; | Guardiansof Law, it would have ſome Effect upon+ 'F 

. ſome Men. Iam Glad to have theſe Laws awakened, . v8 
and Magiſtrates put in mind of their Duty by Solemn + 
k © and well Pen'd Proclamations, and I think God Al- 

j; mighty ought to be.prais'd that puts it into the R - 
E : Heart of the Supreme Authoricy- of the Nation,  to-- T 
. Þ think the ſuppreffing Vice and Profaneſs, a Matter ” 

Þ - worthy of their greateſt Care. But ſurely icis a mean Bo 

þ. thing, and that which looks little better than like 4 24 

+ mocking of God and the World too, to make good bn 


Laws, and put forth Proclamations for the Executi- 
on of them, and yet.never to regard or think of them . == 
more. _ It is worthy enough ot Blame, ,to ſee thoſe: -- 
| that-- +3 
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that ſhould be the Prince*s Hands, to put Laws'a» 
_gainſt Vice in Execution, to connive at the daring 
Committers of it in all places 3 but it is worle to ſee 
thoſe very Perſons openly and Scandalouſty commit 
.it themſelves, which yet I doubt may be ſeen in 


ſome. 
- But I withdraw, I was ſaying that if the wiſe San- 
p-+ ions of Laws were duly executed, it would have 


.efte& upon ſome, but I ſay now, if the Virtues re- 
commended by Laws, were recommended too.by 
the Lives of the Lawgivers, it would certainly have 
effe&t upon all. ; | | 

| Moſes and his Succeſlors had the Holy UnCtion up- 

M on the Head, as well as 4+r92, and thoſe that Suc- 

* ceeded to him ; and if that Oyntment did not. only 
ſtay there, but reach the next adjoyning Parts, and 

thence deſcend even to the Skirts of his Chathing, it 

would be found Sanative indeed, and ſoon Imprint a 

Divine Character upon all. 

wo And (to go on with the Allufion in the ſame 

* Pſalm) if that prolifick Dew which falls upon the top of 

2 Hermon, did both Water the Hills of Zion, and the 

next adjoyning Exaltations, and thence deſcend e- 

ven to the loweſt Vallies beneath them 3 the Profj 

would ſhew lovely indeed;the Top would look beau- 

FE tiful and verdent, the Declenfions would be adorned 

2 A; with Trees and Fruit, the YVallies would even laugh 

4s | and ſing under their Burthens of Corn, and the 

whole be happy as a Hill, or as a Field which the Lord 
had bleſſed. $ 
When the Sun ſhines clear, and enlivens the 
World by its warm Raysz and when the Stars regu- 
larly impart thoſe Ballamick Influences which 
they 
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they receivefrom him, to the lower. World, we ſee 
how comfortable and happy the Effects are. - But: 


when black: Clouds obſcure that Sun, Storms and - 


Showers ſoon follow z and when. ſhaggy Comets 
climb upinto the Region of the Stars, and by their - 
preternatural Corruſcations, or noxious Contagi-' 


ons infe& the Air, then all Mea dread the Omen, and 
Plagues , and Blaſting, Scarcity and Droughts uſual-- 


ly follow, and juſtifie their Fears. 


It is thus in the moral World, my Brethren; as - 


well as Natural, when the ſuperior Orbs move-regu- 
larly, all things below a& Harmoniouſly - to their 
Motions. When Kings become nurſing Fathers to the 
Church, and by their own Conſcience and regard- 


to Virtue and Devotion, bring it into Credit and Fa- 
ſhion: When the great 240untains having brought © 


peace, thelittle Hills ſhall teach Righteouſneſs to the 


People, then we may begin to hope well 3 then there - 
may be fome likelyhood of the Kingdoms of the - 


World becoming. the Kingdoms of God and his - 


Chriſt, and-then we may talk more reaſonably of a - 


Millennium... . | £6 
Happy are they. that live under ſuch Divine and* 


Heavealy Influences , but thrice happy are they that- 
tranſmit them-: The bleſſed Effefts will-be viſible up-- 
on Earth, but their Reward-is with theirGod : And- 
that opens the-way to, . - 

3. The third and laſt great Obligation'upon Greas 
Mew: toReligion, which I thall mentionat this time, -- 
and that is, the Obligation to themſelves,and the re- 
ſpe& they ought to have to their own Intereſt; - - 

It is certain, Religion and Virtue is. a thing of unt: 
verſal Advantage, and all Ranks of Men would _ 

their / 
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.4heir Accountsin.it, whatever is 
..of any Man, with reſpe& either to the preſent, or fu- 
, ture ſtate of things would icertainly. be found by.a 


due regard to it, Sothatin truth, ,eyery: Man 1s {o 


.far regardleſs of his 0wn true Happinels,, or: ſo: far 


conſults for it by improper means, ., as 'he- 1s-regard- 


. leſs of Religion, or acts contrary to it, 


But perhapsthere may be reaſon to ſay, that Great 
Men's Obligation to Religion (even upon this Rea- 


fon) may be more preſung, than,that upan other 
. Men. | 


In this World it is plainly ſeen to be thus, for they 


have Honour and Grandeur to conſult for more than 


others, which to them ought-to be as deer as their 
Lives, it. being -the only Firmament upon which 


their Diſtioftion from others is Founded. / And tru- 


ly I ſee not why their Intereſt as ta anocher- World, 
may not be thought ſo too, I mean their Happineſs 
and Glory if they be Religious, or their. Puniſh- 
ment and Miſery if they be not, greater than that of 


. others. | Let me crave leave to- repreſent theſe two 


diſtinaly in a few words. | 

1. Their Obligation to themſelves, with;reſpe& 
tothis World, and all their-valuable-Interefts-in it ; 
*tis certain Religton'and Virtue is the only Teleſme to 
ſecure all theſez Godlineſs hath the Promiſe of this 
world, as well as that to come, (faith St. Pauls) and it 
can be demonſtrated upon true Reaſon, thar it is the 
ſureſt Expedient to whatever is any true part» of 
Man's preſent Happinels. IJarþ: hit 

I will Inſtance but in one of theſe, becauſe it is 
peculiar to Gresf Me, and that is true Honour. This, 
(as I ſaid but now) is the great darling Intereſt 'of 
Great 


really the Intereſt 
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Great Meng | and: ought to be:dear to them aboveall ! 
things, nextto their God. So that a Proteſtation up-. 
on Honour from a. Noblemaan, 1s counted as Sacred 
and Obligatory, as.an Oath immediately toGod from 
ether Men. ls 
-* Now itis certain the only true Foundation and 
Support of this is Religion and moral Goodneſs; this . . We 
makes a Man really what he ſhould be yea, and. - —_— 
 caufeth himto: be.Efteemed, Valued and Honvuured $7 
as ſuch by alt others. | 
Great Men's high Titles, Offices and-Stations may 
juſtly challenge excernal- ReſpeR from others below 


them, but 1t is Enamelling thoſe Characters and -S: 
Titles by real Virtue, that engageth their inward Re= =_ - 


ſpeR and Reverence, and we need but conſulr com- 
mon'Obſervation to juſtifie this. A Great Man may 
| be ſtar'd at, and Conju'd to by ſome forthis glitte- 
i. ring/Garb, his Retinue, or his high Character ; but 


p a Great good Man is Loved, Adored,! and Honoured +: 
& © by all. Let me have leave, without Offence, to 
4 ſhew thedifference inaſingle Inſtance or-two, : 
*- W hat a vaſt difference 1s there in the Eſteern and 


Honour Men have for thoſe Noblemen,'at whoſe 
Gates Troops of the Poor-and Needy aredaily Reliev- 
ed, from what they have for thoſeat whoſe Gates as 
great Crowds of poor Creditors are daiiy waiting 
and crying? What Complaints and Curſes ate the 
-one perſued with, while the others are. followed 
with Bleffings and Prayers, ? 


The difference is. as viſible jn all other particulars © 

. of Virtue and Vice, as well as theſe. One dead F15 Fe 
canſeth the Oyntment to ftink, (faith King Solomon) and _ 

| .we ſee it true. What a Stain 'doth our known Vice $1 


Great Men's, Advantages: . 


_ © bring upon their Names! and:what a-Rebatemegt 
is.it.of their Glory ! what a Leflening. is it of Great 
Men, what a Debaſement of the Noble, to fee them 
compaliled about with the mickedneſs of their Heels, 
and Sullied with the Vices of Grooms and Porters ! 

We may conclude how it is at prefent while they - 
live, by conſid&ing how it- is with thoſe: that are-- 
' dead ; how have the Great, the Valiant, the Virtu--- 
ous and brave Men Embalmed their Names,and with-- 
what Honour are they remembred in: the Records of 
Tume ! Their Monuments are beheld with Reverence. . 
and paſlers by Salute them, with #« Peace be #p0n him, 
as the Fews did, and all Eaſtern Nations do to this.- 
day, while the Name of the vicked ſball rot, (faith 
the Wiſe King) their Ermins arefſtain'd, and their-. 
Memories often deteſted, they fix'a Blemiſh eyewup- - 
on. their Poſterity ; and- if their Names be found: 
Written inthe Annals of their Nation, there is a!--- 
molt . always: ſome - Note. of : Infamy ſticks upon - 
them. 5 77 af Yi! 
* e;: Andyetthere is a greater Intereſt that. this O- - 
Hgation reſults from, and that is the Happineſs or - 
Miſery-of another World ; for even. thoſe that art 
called Gods muſt dye like Men, and Priaces muft fall 
as.wwell as the People, and then'ithey muſt enter upon - 
an everlafting State, and be happy -and-blelkd,- or - 
niiſcrable. and punithed as truly as other Men.. . 
Now the great God hath 'affur'd' us, [that Religi- | 
on only makes the diſtinCtion,: thtitling Men toone, 
and ſecuring from the other, and every Man finds -. 
ſomething in himfelf chart atteſtsro Yhis'Troth \/ the 
higheſt ot Men feel'Preſages and Boadings of this'in 
taeir own Breaſts, as ſenfibly:as thoſe below: ther. . 
FR Greatneſs. 
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Greatnelss:lo far fram ſecuring Meafrom a Senſe of 
.Guilt,:that it ſets it an-more ſharply , and even thoſe 
are haunted with Fears of a future Puniſhment, 


that are ſet aboveall Fear.or Danger of any now. 
, And #he-Holy Scriptures repreſent:this moſt fully, 


.according to thoſe. Jealaulies'or:Hopes of Mens. own 
Minds, affuting' us that the-Holy: and:Good, the 
Charitable and juft :/ba// fee- God, while the wicked 
. ſhall-be turned into. Hell with all that forget:Gad. © 
Anditis worth abſerving, that .it makes no .dif- 
fexence, or ſhews any Reſpef# of Perſons, it doth 
not tell us :that God hath ;appointed different 
Terms ,of Salvation, - or made it poſſible ;for Grear 
| Men tobe {ayedupon eater Conditions thaFothers , 
s 4t feems #ather.to determine | the Caſe ;the other 
way, and (as I ſaid: before) to require more from 
them who-have received; more, rather than.-to be 
. content withileſs. 120) ' N 
Now this -furely. is a | Gonlideration of .great 
Weight indeed, and: that which ought.to- have Ef- 
fe&-accerdingly, ſuppoling:their : Caſe but” equal 
with others, 'for-it will be :a woful thing, 57 W/E 
| thoſe that have-received their. good things in this Life, 
/, 3 ſhall receive none but Ev//in the next 5 and thoſe 
that have been' Exalted almoſt above Men in the 
one; ſhall be: depreſſed as low as Devils in the 0- 
1 ther. 
4 But-if the Caſes be really different, then it ſhould ' 
| ſtrengthen the Canſideration ,.- and make it more - 
| acting. for: then the. greater Ble .and Re. 
? ward :on one hand, - or the greater -Damaation 
Dugiſhment:on: theother, 15 :to beexpeced.or 
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For as it may reaſonably be fuppoſed, that-the 
Religion and Virtue of Princes and Great Men, that 
after all that hath been ſaid (ir muſt be' confeſſed) 
doth break through many Temptations; and. ſome 
Difficulties, . a: Benefits ſo many beſidethem- 
ſelves; is more acceptable to God,” and ſhall accord- 
ingly be rewarded above that of others: $9 ir 
niay upon the ſame Reaſons be: concluded, that 
their Irreligion and-Profanels -is' more deteſted, 
and ſhall'proportionably - be: more-. ſeverely Pun- 
iſhed. 

Andchen it wall be a woful-Caſe indeed; ' 'when 
the good -Things ſhall not only be Converted in- 
to. EvilÞ but even into ' worſe , becauſe they have 
been: goods and the Suffering and Damnation be 
intended and heightened hereafter, in proportion 
to.the. Blefſings that were-enjoyed here ; - when 
thoſe that were ſo much. raiſed abbve' other Men 
inthis World;: ſhall-be-ſunk as: much below them 
inthe nexty” when the -Poor and Mean, the Defpif 
ed and+:Conternned- ſhall enter-into the Xingdom of 
God, :while the Noble-and the-Greet ſhall not only 
a out; but caſt into cteraal*Horror and Dark: 
nels. . 1 

This is»a Condition that 'it highly-concerns all 
that can confider things to beware of, - and much - 
more thoſe wha are ſo much Advantaged with Az | 
bilities and Parts to conlider, - if the' Mean and Groſ- 
ſer ſort of Mankind, who are thought to be./but 


one Degree above Bruits, if the Poor and Needy that 


| 


are broken with Thoughts and Caresof providing 
Bread, . if the Laborious and Buſtling, who are 
Condemn« 


CORR to operpea TH and: Drudgery for. + 
aSubſiſtence : It any of theſe, (I ſay) lived regard- 
leſs of another Wold, and the Inrorelts of it, the 
Wonder were leſs. 
Butif thoſe whoſe: Minds. are-Refi 
liſhed both by Nature and Arr: | 
of--thoſe preſſing Neceſſities which wy the Q- 
perations of the Mind, ſhould be as Regardleſs and 
Stupid. as they : - If ghey that have every thing 
needful”' for the Conventencies and Comforts of 
this Life Drovided to their Hand, fo that they 
have nothing in compariſon to take care-of bur 
that to come ; ſhould yer livginſenſible of it, and 
ſo as to-forſeic *for ever the Ha mow” thereof, 
it..would be. ſtrange. indeed, and ſuch a Reflection 
upon their Reaſgl and Prudence, as we "yy 
c Gonoels of. 


his ſaff Refledtibn) if 
piſcirry; invhis SearcWifor a "oo 
8g | no. Teany were ſufficignt to be-. 
wail the Diſappointment, Mr” 
But Iam reſolved this Diſcourſe ſhall not Fx in 2 
Cloud; nor proceed” to Telany Stories of ſuch's - 
Diſappointment... / hope be#ter thin age eval that 


hear me,  and.ghis:folemn Religiohs ppearance * 


Miniſters to that Hope: 

Thoſe that ſhew-4o much regard to Religion, a 
aq thus becomingly to attend theſe ſolemn Ser- 
vices. of it, I hope retain a ſuitable ReſpeCt to it 
in their Minds, * and are” ſenſible how muctr it. 
concerns them, to! Govern their Lives in ſome 
competent aha by the _ and Divine Mea- 


ſures 'of it. - 
Re Thoſe - 
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